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icks builds the Pennine: Range in north Kngland.) Near Nurauburg
there is a westward facing Jurassic Cuesta (labelled 6 in Fig. -19) r which
originally was continuous with the eastward facing euesta (> in I he east
of I'Vauee. There is an isolaled basin like that neai Paiis whieh centres
at Boideaux. It is worthy of note that the eapilal of France was trans-
ferred from the focus of the Paris Basin to the focus of the Bordeaux
Basin during the disaster of 19*10. Of course London is similarly
Situated at the focus of if.s basin. These examples emphasize the
importance of the centres of geological basins in terms of human
settlement and government. (The structure of Germany is described
in some detail in a later section.)
Cur/ruiuc-WAVKS IN KNC:I,AND AND WALKS
hi Fig. 47 the way in whieh the various culture waves in Kngland
have been vitally affected by the build (or structure) of the country
is clearly brought* out. In the central larger map is shown the build
of Kugland and Wales on a latter scale. The method of showing the
build is a novel one, since the layman can see at a glance that the
eastern formations cover (or "mantle") the older formations in the
west. This result is obtained by emphasizing the edges of the forma-
tions, Those numbered 1 to 5 constitute the "Older mass," those
numbered 6 to 10 (in the legend to the large map) comprise the
"Younger mass/' Such a map is called a niantlc-mup*
In general the younger formations are naturally the softer, and
more quickly vanish under the attacks of rain, rivers, frosts* etc. The
mountains in Wales rise to a height of 3,571 feet in Suowdon. This
district is built up of the oldest and hardest rocks in Kngland and
Wales, Partly for this reason they have resisted erosion, and not worn
down as quiekly &s those of the cast. It is worth remembering that any
mountain will probably be worn clown nearly to sea level in about
twenty million years. Hence we can deduce that most of Kngland was
raised several thousand feet during the Alpine Storm, i,c., within the last
twenty million years, Much of the west IMS vanished, and all the softer
and younger east is worn down nearly to sea level, except the two long
ridges or cuestas labelled "Cotswold" and "Chiltem." These consist of
limestone or chalk, which resist erosion better than clays or sandstones.
Between these elevated cuestas arc broad, low Vales made of the
softer rocks, and this alternation of cucstas and vales has been of great
significance in the development of British culture,